
Genesis chapter 24 



Abraham was now very old, and the LORD had blessed him in 

every way.                                                                 Genesis 24:1  

Things to think about and causes for gratitude 
Unknown – more time to come 



Assumptions: 
Abraham had told : 

Isaac about God’s promises 

About the future of the land and its people 

About arranging for a wife from his own people 
 

Isaac agreed!  40ys old, very eligible and still not married 



He said to the senior servant in his household, the one in charge 

of all that he had, "Put your hand under my thigh. I want you to 

swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of earth, 

that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the 

Canaanites, among whom I am living, but will go to my country 

and my own relatives and get a wife for my son Isaac."   
Genesis 24:2-4 

An important task for a trusted – loyal servant  - 

??? Eliezer (Genesis  15:2) 

 

-ve   - not from here,   
+ve  - from my family 

Make an oath.  v. unusual way !   

(linked to covenant, 

 circumcision ?) 



The servant asked him, "What if the woman is unwilling to come 

back with me to this land? Shall I then take your son back to the 

country you came from?"                                           Genesis 24:5  

He can’t make promises for others 



"Make sure that you do not take my son back there," Abraham 

said. "The LORD, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my 

father's household and my native land and who spoke to me 

and promised me on oath, saying, 'To your offspring I will give 

this land'--he will send his angel before you so that you can get 

a wife for my son from there. If the woman is unwilling to come 

back with you, then you will be released from this oath of mine. 

Only do not take my son back there." So the servant put his 

hand under the thigh of his master Abraham and swore an oath 

to him concerning this matter.                              Genesis 24:6-9  

This is the place – God took 

me from there 

God made a promise – 

somehow he will make good 

But if she doesn’t want to 
come – the oath ends there. 



Then the servant left, taking with him ten of his master's camels 

loaded with all kinds of good things from his master..  
Genesis 24:10  

An impressive caravan – representing Abraham and Isaac 



He set out for Aram Naharaim and made his way to the town of 

Nahor. He had the camels kneel down near the well outside the 

town; it was toward evening, the time the women go out to draw 

water.                                                                  Genesis 24:10-11  

He knows where to go – but doesn’t enter the town. 

He rests the camels 

Great care needed to 

make the right choice 
See who comes ? 



Then he prayed, "LORD, God of my master Abraham, make 

me successful today, and show kindness to my master 

Abraham.                                                           Genesis 24:12-14  

Prayer needed – for God’s help .  

He appeals to God’s relationship with Abraham 



See, I am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the 

townspeople are coming out to draw water. May it be that when 

I say to a young woman, 'Please let down your jar that I may 

have a drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I'll water your camels 

too'--let her be the one you have chosen for your servant 

Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown kindness to my 

master."                                                           Genesis 24:12-14  

Need a sign ? (BEWARE) 

Setting conditions ?   

It is not arbitrary. It is a 

character test (cf. Acts 6) 

 

ie.  kind, hospitable, willing to 
help, not afraid to work 



Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on 

her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who 

was the wife of Abraham's brother Nahor. The woman was very 

beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever slept with her. She went down 

to the spring, filled her jar and came up again.      Genesis 24:15 -20 



She had set off before he started to pray 

She arrived just as he had finished praying 

She was a niece of Abraham – Isaac’s cousin (first qualification) 

She was beautiful  (another qualification) 
She was an unmarried virgin ( available as a bride ) 

God’s Providence !  



The servant hurried to meet her and said, "Please give me a little 

water from your jar." "Drink, my lord," she said, and quickly 

lowered the jar to her hands and gave him a drink. After she had 

given him a drink, she said, "I'll draw water for your camels too, 

until they have had enough to drink." So she quickly emptied her 

jar into the trough, ran back to the well to draw more water, and 

drew enough for all his camels.                            Genesis 24:15 -20 

The test – she didn’t know she was taking. It’s quite a task  



Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn 

whether or not the LORD had made his journey successful. 

When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold 

nose ring weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten 

shekels.                                                             Genesis 24:21 -25 

He weighs the situation – nothing rash !    

He gets out a thank you gift,  expensive 
Ladies’ jewelry  



Then he asked, "Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is 

there room in your father's house for us to spend the night?" She 

answered him, "I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milkah 

bore to Nahor." And she added, "We have plenty of straw and 

fodder, as well as room for you to spend the night.“ Genesis 24:21-5 



Then the man bowed down and worshiped the LORD, saying, 

"Praise be to the LORD, the God of my master Abraham, who 

has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master. 

As for me, the LORD has led me on the journey to the house of 

my master's relatives.“                                        Genesis 24:26 -27 

The proper response – this man is a worshipper 



The young woman ran and told her mother's household about 

these things. Now Rebekah had a brother named Laban, and he 

hurried out to the man at the spring. As soon as he had seen the 

nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister's arms, and had heard 

Rebekah tell what the man said to her, he went out to the man 

and found him standing by the camels near the spring. "Come, 

you who are blessed by the LORD," he said. "Why are you 

standing out here? I have prepared the house and a place for the 

camels."                                                                 Genesis 24:28 -31 

Laban’s warm welcome ! 

“Blessed by the LORD” – 

did he know about Him or 
was he just going along ? 



So the man went to the house, and the camels were unloaded. 

Straw and fodder were brought for the camels, and water for him 

and his men to wash their feet. Then food was set before him, 

but he said, "I will not eat until I have told you what I have to 

say." "Then tell us," Laban said.                        Genesis 24:32 -33 

The servant’s priorities -   do the job or eat ? 



So he said, "I am Abraham's servant. The LORD has blessed my 

master abundantly, and he has become wealthy. He has given him 

sheep and cattle, silver and gold, male and female servants, and 

camels and donkeys. My master's wife Sarah has borne him a son 

in her old age, and he has given him everything he owns. And my 

master made me swear an oath, and said, 'You must not get a 

wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose 

land I live, but go to my father's family and to my own clan, and 

get a wife for my son.'                                          Genesis 24:34 -38 

Who does the servant  represent? 

 

He tells about Abraham :-   

Abraham’s blessings  - the LORD, 

great wealth, a son and heir 

 

His mission: - To find a wife for his 
son among his relatives 



"Then I asked my master, 'What if the woman will not come 

back with me?' "He replied, 'The LORD, before whom I have 

walked faithfully, will send his angel with you and make your 

journey a success, so that you can get a wife for my son from 

my own clan and from my father's family. You will be released 

from my oath if, when you go to my clan, they refuse to give her 

to you--then you will be released from my oath.' Genesis 24:39 -41 

Abraham’s faith – it’s a marriage made in heaven   

 
 if you refuse ….  



"When I came to the spring today, I said, 'LORD, God of my 

master Abraham, if you will, please grant success to the journey 

on which I have come. See, I am standing beside this spring. If a 

young woman comes out to draw water and I say to her, "Please 

let me drink a little water from your jar," and if she says to me, 

"Drink, and I'll draw water for your camels too," let her be the 

one the LORD has chosen for my master's son.' "Before I 

finished praying in my heart, Rebekah came out, with her jar on 

her shoulder. She went down to the spring and drew water, and I 

said to her, 'Please give me a drink.' "She quickly lowered her jar 

from her shoulder and said, 'Drink, and I'll water your camels 

too.' So I drank, and she watered the camels also. "I asked her, 

'Whose daughter are you?' "She said, 'The daughter of Bethuel 

son of Nahor, whom Milkah bore to him.' "Then I put the ring in 

her nose and the bracelets on her arms,            Genesis 24:42 -47 

The story retold -   why the full version again ?  

God’s answer to prayer for guidance 



and I bowed down and worshiped the LORD. I praised the LORD, 

the God of my master Abraham, who had led me on the right road 

to get the granddaughter of my master's brother for his son. Now if 

you will show kindness and faithfulness to my master, tell me; and 

if not, tell me, so I may know which way to turn."    Genesis 24:48 -49 

He acknowledges God’s hand in it. 
Now you decide – or I’ll go elsewhere 



Laban and Bethuel answered, "This is from the LORD; we can 

say nothing to you one way or the other. Here is Rebekah; take 

her and go, and let her become the wife of your master's son, 

as the LORD has directed."                                 Genesis 24:50 -51 

Father and brother agree -   
An arranged marriage 



When Abraham's servant heard what they said, he bowed down 

to the ground before the LORD. Then the servant brought out 

gold and silver jewelry and articles of clothing and gave them to 

Rebekah; he also gave costly gifts to her brother and to her 

mother.                                                                 Genesis 24:52 -53 

He worships again. Psalm 107:1  Give thanks to the LORD, 

for he is good; his love endures forever.  

Wedding gifts etc 



Then he and the men who were with him ate and drank and 

spent the night there.                                             Genesis 24:54  

Celebrate 



When they got up the next morning, he said, "Send me on my 

way to my master."                                                 Genesis 24:54  

No delay  - this is God’s work 



But her brother and her mother replied, "Let the young woman 

remain with us ten days or so; then you may go." But he said to 

them, "Do not detain me, now that the LORD has granted 

success to my journey. Send me on my way so I may go to my 

master."                                                              Genesis 24:55 -57 

But the LORD is in this 



Then they said, "Let's call the young woman and ask her about it.“ 
Genesis 24:55 -57 

An arranged marriage ? 



So they called Rebekah and asked her,  

"Will you go with this man?" "I will go," she said.                                     
Genesis 24:58  

Going with a stranger to marry a stranger in a strange land 

 
What would you have said ?  



So they sent their sister Rebekah on her way, along with her 

nurse and Abraham's servant and his men. And they blessed 

Rebekah and said to her, "Our sister, may you increase to 

thousands upon thousands; may your offspring possess the 

cities of their enemies." Then Rebekah and her attendants got 

ready and mounted the camels and went back with the man. So 

the servant took Rebekah and left.                     Genesis 24:59 -61 

They sent her off  
with their blessing 



Now Isaac had come from Beer Lahai Roi, for he was living in 

the Negev. He went out to the field one evening to meditate,  
Genesis 24:62 -65 

A quiet place …. 

Time to think and pray    

     - about God’s promises,  

     - the loss of his mum,   
     - the possibility of a wife ? 

Seek first the Kingdom of God …   
(Matthew 6:33) 



and as he looked up, he saw camels approaching. Rebekah also 

looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from her camel and 

asked the servant, "Who is that man in the field coming to meet 

us?" "He is my master," the servant answered. So she took her 

veil and covered herself.                                    Genesis 24:62 -65 

What’s this ? – dad’s camels  
She dismounts and shows  respect and modesty 



Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. Isaac brought her 

into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he married Rebekah. So 

she became his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted 

after his mother's death.                                      Genesis 24:66-67 

The story is retold – “Tell me what happened” 
They marry and find love and comfort 



 

First – in the characters  

 

Abraham  - the father                   Father God 

Isaac           his  son                     the Lord Jesus 

The servant                                  the Holy Spirit 

the Gospel DNA is in the story 

There are amazing parallels 

God reveals Himself through His work in people’s lives 



The mission:-                                to get a bride for the son 

The Description of the son:-        the heir of the Father 

Promise of future blessing          eternal life 

The Bride ‘chooses’ …                 Acts 16 : 31 

 

You haven’t seen him yet? 

Do you believe what they say about him? 

 

Will you go with this man? 

(that’s the call of the good news) 

the Gospel DNA is in the story 

There are amazing parallels 


